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To: 
Redaksia





09 August 2005

Gazeta Korrieri

Tirana



Response to Baton Haxhiu
In the “Forum” column of the newspaper “Korrieri”, the August 9 2005 edition, the analyst Baton Haxhiu published an article entitled “The changing of a man”. The Albanian Muslim Forum expresses its distress about the ideas expressed in this piece and about the spirit of this article and its prophesized Apocalypse of the “clash of civilizations” and the role of Albanian Muslims in it.

Our distress is understandable in light of the fact that Islam in Albania is facing a real terror of the media. When people read the sensational printed media headlines, even though once they go through the articles their content does not live up to the title, they are inevitably influenced and begin creating a negative stereotype with which they judge all Muslims “en bloc”.

We cannot be of the same opinion with Mr. Baton Haxhiu when he says : “... a part of us is against the American values!”. Obviously, he is talking about the Albanian Muslims.

We want to state clearly for the public opinion that Islam directs all its followers to judge every event, social or political, based on justice and objectivity. As a result, all Albanian Muslims, without exception felt a great deal of gratitude towards the United States of America for their protection of the Muslim people of Bosnia and moreover the Albanian Muslim people of Kosova and Macedonia. The Albanian Muslims are undoubtedly encouraged when Senator Hillary Clinton defends the Çameria cause in the United State Senate and declares that Americans are in the Balkans to help defend Kosova’s Muslims from genocide perpetrated by Christian Serbs.
On the other hand, there is discontent in the midst of Albanian Muslims when American policy in the Middle East is in support of the occupation of Palestine and we should not be amazed when among the Muslims there are those who oppose the war in Iraq as this is also true of a good part of the Christian population of Britain and America and of the United Nations. 

We perceive Mr. Baton Haxhiu’s logic that all Albanians should declare themselves either “for” or “against” American values as a demand for support on certain policies that have nothing to do with the Albanian reality and remind us of a time when the totalitarian ideology reined in our region.

However, Mr. Baton Haxhiu in our opinion takes upon him a heavy burden when he declares that “The Muslim world returns a man to life but not as a phenomenon of charisma and individual potential, not even as a man on a mission to change the system, but returns a man that is a virus of the system, a human bomb, self sacrificing”

Obviously we cannot exhaust all the arguments against this point of view within the lines of this letter but we would like to attract the readers attention that the term “human bomb”(kamikaze) surfaced for the first time during WWII and had nothing to do with Islam, while the term “self sacrificing man” comes from ancient times. 

Mr. Haxhiu seems fixated on the idea that the world is on the verge of the “Clash of Civilizations” and is demanding the Albanians to choose a front. According to him, Albanians cannot stand with both the East and West at the same time when Americans, Britons, French, Germans, Greeks etc., can do that.

We would like reassure Mr. Haxhiu reminding him that during all of humanity’s history, civilizations have only clashed with one another for economical reasons. Religion in these cases has only served as a pretext.

The greatest worry of the Albanian Muslim Forum is the fact that Mr. Haxhiu’s article as many other articles that have been published in the Albanian media, resonate the efforts of Serbian policy which aims to portray the Albanian Muslims as “Islamist fundamentalists” who represent a potential threat to the region while trying to sway the attention of the International Community away from the realization of Kosova’s independence.
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